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SHA Annual Meeting
Sunday, Feb. 28th, 4-6 PM
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Please join us for SHA’s Annual Meeting on Sunday, Feb. 28 for a special presentation:
SHENANDOAH’S TRUE GENTLEMAN:
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LIFE OF JOHN W. WAYLAND.
John W. Wayland was a native of Shenandoah County and has been known for over a century
as “THE” historian of the Shenandoah Valley. This program provides a chronological overview
of the life of Dr. Wayland, including background information on his family, education,
career and several of his major publications. Even though some modern historians criticize his
methodology, Wayland collected and wrote more about the Valley than anyone before or since.
The program will be presented by Cathy Baugh, Library Assistant in the Menno Simons Historical Library at Eastern Mennonite University, who holds B.S. & M.A.T. degrees from JMU, serves
on the Harrisonburg-Rockingham Historical Society board and has spent many years researching Wayland’s life and work. The meeting is from 4:00 to 6 p.m and will be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church,
W. Washington Street, in Strasburg.
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President’s Letter
Winter 2010
Barbara Adamson
Happy New Year, everyone! I hope all of you are staying warm during this very wintry season. 2009
sped by, as every year seems to do these days. We’ve had a busy year, especially with preparations for
the 250th celebration getting up and running. Please be sure to check out our new website
(strasburgvaheritage.org). We had let our former site go dormant, and thanks to the hard work of member Bill Foster, we now have an attractive and informative presence on the internet which Bill keeps updated with activities and programs. One excellent addition to the website is many of the Oral History
interviews produced several years ago and otherwise only available to be seen and heard at the Strasburg
Museum. Thank you, Bill!
Last summer we were pleased to make a contribution of $2,500 to the building fund for a new roof at the
Strasburg Museum. It’s great to drive by the Museum, see the new roof and know that the priceless artifacts inside are now better protected. As you know, we’re actively involved in plans for the town’s 250th
celebration. The SHA board decided that we can and should support the 250th beyond our sponsorship of
programs and projects and so have made a contribution of $2,500 to the 250th fund. We hope other businesses and entities in Strasburg will be able to support this important year also. Last, I want to thank departing board members Don LeVine and Maggie Maloney for their work with SHA. Don has been on
our board since 2001and served as treasurer from 2001-2007. Maggie has been on the board for two
years and worked hard on the homes tour, serving as chair in 2008.
************************************************************************************

Nominating Committee Report
SHA Board members have approved the slate of prospective board members to be elected at the annual
meeting on Feb. 28. Nominating Committee Chair Judy Troxell reported that Bill Foster and Polly Wilson have agreed to join the Board, replacing Don LeVine and Maggie Maloney, who have decided not to
return for another term. In addition to Bill and Polly, Sue Foster, Barbara Adamson, Dee Keister, Marie
Spence and Michael Whittle will be up for re-election for two year terms
***********************************************************************************

Announcements - Date set for spring litter pick-up
A date has been chosen for our spring litter pick-up along Rt. 11 from the Old Mill to Battlefield Rd.
We’ll meet Saturday, May 8 at 8:00 AM at the Old Mill parking lot. Remember to bring gloves and wear
sturdy shoes. Please come and help us spruce up the Old Valley Pike for Mayfest.
***********************************************************************************
FRIENDLY REMIINDER – SHA dues are due every year in February. We appreciate your support.
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The Rogers House
By Marie Spence
The Rogers House, belonging to Tina and Conly Crabill, is located at 112 East King Street, at the corner of Holliday Street. The house, now near two banks, busy four way stoplights and lots of vehicular
and pedestrian traffic, is set back from the modern sidewalk on the Holiday Street side to originally accommodate what was once a Town Square with well which no longer exists on site.
The exact date that a structure was first built at this location has not been officially proven. However,
surviving documents show that a house and land (lot #57), owned by John Funk, who was a son of
early local settler Jacob Funk in Strasburg, was sold at Sheriff’s auction on December 20,1777 because
the younger Funk owed a lawyer in Great Britain a total sum of 8 pounds, 5 shillings, 3 pence with interest on a debt incurred from March of 1763.
Existing land grant documents from circa 1777 to the early 1800’s in Shenandoah County (current
name) are few, and some of these handwritten records are difficult to read.
The existing 1777 house and lot were purchased by Jacob Copenhaver. The Sheriff was listed as Tavener Beale, holding office in the county of Dunmore, Colony of Virginia (Shen. Co. Deed Bk. C, pg.
96). It is not known whether the structure on Lot #57, Strasburg thus noted definite documentation indicates there was a dwelling at this location prior to the American Revolution, year of 1777. Thus this
site is one of the oldest residential properties, dating from Colonial times, in the town of Strasburg, Virginia.
Eventually the property was transferred into the possession of Jacob Feltner, although legal proof of
this transaction has not yet been found. Following the death of Jacob Feltner, records indicate that a
brick house and town lot #57 were auctioned in 1828. Isaac Hurn purchased the property. Hurn was
quite an upstanding citizen of the town. He was a noted educator, and prominent in the tearing down of
the original wooden Strasburg Lutheran Church building. Hurn lived in this house facing Main Street
until his death several years after the War Between the States. Isaac Hurn’s heirs maintained the property and paid all due taxes until it was once again sold at auction in 1886.
Kate Rogers and Elizabeth Brown (sisters), bought the residence and land at the 1886 auction with the
agreed upon condition of $150.00 cash down and $333.33 per year for three years making a grand purchase total of $1150.00. In 1899, Elizabeth Brown died. John Rogers, son of Kate Rogers, bought out
Elizabeth’s share of the house from her legal heirs. Kate continued to reside in the home until her passing.
John Rogers, a railroad worker, and his wife Carrie Sonner Rogers, then 100% owners of the property,
built a kitchen addition onto the house and large porches laid on railroad rails secured with concrete. A
Queen Anne style tower and a stuccoed exterior coating were added between 1910 and 1915, a few
years before the First World War.
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Tradition seems to indicate that this was the first house within Strasburg town limits to have inside running
water. There are pencil notations on the back of the homes’ pantry door marking the height of the Rogers' son
Willard (Buck) at age eight and at age fourteen. Buck was born in this house. Many years later he inherited
the family property following the death of his parents, John and Carrie Rogers. Other than a twenty-year military service in the United States Army, Willard lived in the Rogers House until his death. Charlotte Bly
Rogers, his widow, continued to reside in the house for many years until 1996. Charlotte, who had married the
grandson of the woman who had purchased the house in 1886, wanted the property to remain in the family after her passing. She was the maternal grandmother of Tina Davison Crabill. Tina and her husband, Conly
Crabill, decided to purchase Mrs. Crabill’s sisters' share of the property thus granting Mrs. Rogers' wishes.
The Crabills have renewed windows, wiring, plumbing, and removed the stucco from the exterior to reveal
beautiful brick. Conly, a master welder, has added many ironwork details as well as an ironwork fence along
the property lines of the street side. The couple plans to continue restoring and updating their historic home as
long as they live.
It seems fitting that two people, both coming from families who have been in the Strasburg area (Davison &
Crabill) for hundreds of years, are now owners and guardians of this property which has been a “witness” to
history since America’s Colonial times.
*******************************************************************************

2009 Homes Tour Report
By Barbara Adamson and Judy Troxell

Every year, as the date for our annual Holiday Homes Tour approaches, we begin to worry about the weather.
This year, we were lucky! There was snow the weekend before the tour and again the weekend after. The
seasonably cold weather didn’t deter our hosts, volunteers and guests, who turned out to enjoy a wonderful
2009 tour. Our thanks go to our homeowners who graciously opened their doors to the community. They are
Kathleen and Michael Harmon, Donna and John Huntsberger, Mary-Beth Vincent, Roberta and Frank Taylor
and the Strasburg United Methodist Church. Nancy Balavage, and her committee from the Methodist Church,
worked hard to prepare the church’s parsonage for visitors and did a terrific job. We only regret that the church
itself couldn’t be open for the tour because of a serious malfunction of the furnace the night before.
We also want to express our appreciation to all of our loyal volunteers and to our Homes Tour Committee
members including Joan Williams, Carol Haycock, Wendy Pieper and Maggie Maloney. Thank you.
**********************************************************************************

HISTORIC PLAQUE
"We are about to celebrate Strasburg's 250th birthday (2011) and many events will be taking place
to highlight the towns history. In keeping with providing awareness of buildings of importance within
the Historic Davis District, Judy Troxell and Wendy Pieper, the plaque committee co-chairs, will be
hitting the streets to seek out historic residences or places of business that as yet don't have an official Historic Plaque. The purpose of the plaque is to identify the dwelling to passers-by as a place
that has been in the town from 1949 or longer and all the plaque buildings will be listed in a walking
tour booklet. Plaques only cost you $120 (actual cost is $175) so don't delay, call today (540-4659512) and show your pride in being a part of history in Strasburg!

Winter 2010

Page Five

Volume 10, Issue 1

A Little Folk History:

Strasburg Teen Dances
Kathy Kehoe

“All you gotta do honey is kinda stand in one spot; wiggle
around just a little bit.-- Jerry Lee Lewis, Whole Lotta
Shakin Goin On
The first song teenagers Suzanne Kibler and Doug Arthur ever danced to was a 45 rpm record
of Jerry Lee Lewis singing and playing “Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin On.” The Strasburg teacher
and lawyer have been married to each other for many years but still remember their first
dance on a Saturday night in the upstairs of the Strasburg Fire Hall. In 1957, the Town of
Strasburg signed a charter for the creation of the Strasburg Teen Club. It was signed by
Mayor J. Ray Miller and listed as advisors Mrs. Marie Williams, Mrs. F. C. Gum, Mr. Wayno
Vann, Mr. Glen Garber and Rev. Claude MacDonald. Teenage
Officers were listed as: Suzanne Kibler, Co-Chairman, Allen
Manuel, Co-Chairman, Alfred Racey, Treasurer, Andrea Crabill,
Secretary and Douglas Arthur, Reporter. A Teen Club membership card dated 1961 listed Bobby Funk Jr. as the President and Sally Loving as the Secretary. In 1961 Sherry Williams was Treasurer.
The sounds and sights of the Strasburg Teen Dances changed remarkably over the 15 year period the dances were held at the Strasburg Fire Hall. Some things remained the same: Teens
ranged in age from 13 to 18 and they danced to music on Saturday nights from 7pm to 10pm
with Marie Williams chaperoning. Everything else changed with the teenagers: the type of music, what they wore, and how they moved on the dance floor. The upstairs room of the fire hall
stayed the same; green tile floor and cinder block walls but every Saturday night the teenagers
transformed the big room into their own collective “coolness.“ It’s where teens from the late
50’s to the early 70’s learned how to have fun, how to dance, how to lose that awkward teenage
shyness and prepare for Strasburg High School dances like homecoming, prom and the Sadie
Hawkins Dance. Picture the movie Grease, and then the TV show The Brady Bunch and you’ll
have an idea of how things changed over the years.
“Come on baby let’s do the twist; Take me by my little hand and go like this.” --Chubby Checker,
The Twist--Carl “Peachy” Rinker remembers girls in poodle skirts and pony tails, guys in jeans,
their hair slicked back in ducktails, doing the popular “Hand Jive” and “The Stroll” dances.
Rinker played in a band called The Differentials and they played at the Strasburg Teen Dance
at least once a month. He and Stephen & Terry Clem on guitars, and Tom Emmart on drums, got
together to form the band so they could play in a talent show in 1957. The Differentials played
instrumentals such as “Walk Don’t Run” and “Torquay.“ Later Roger Hill played saxophone for
The Differentials and then Doug Arthur joined the band. The talent show was sponsored by
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the Milt Grant show for channel WTTG in D.C., a forerunner of the American Bandstand.
Carl Rinker remembers when, in 1957 or 58, country music star Patsy Cline sang in the parking
lot for the Fireman’s Carnival. Performing in the back of a wagon, she gave out autographed
pictures, then she went upstairs to the teen dance where she met the band, chaperone Marie
Williams and some of the excited teenagers. Carl estimates there were 75-100 people at the
dance that night.
Things changed some in the sixties: the girls were using Dippity-Do to hold the curl in their
hair, dancing in knee length dresses while the guys would put on checked shirts and slacks for
Saturday night. A typical Saturday morning the girls would wash their hair, roll it on wire or
plastic rollers, tie a scarf around it and go about helping their mothers with the housework.
If they had a TV set, they would practice dancing on Saturday afternoons in front of
American Bandstand, studying the moves of teens dancing on the show. Marie Williams’
granddaughter Donna Bromley Davis remembers “When we did not have a band she had a record player to play records on. Every body brought records to play. It was truly a blast.”
Terri Davison Shrader met her husband Bruce at a Strasburg Teen Dance in 1968.
“Wiggle your legs now, baby; shake your head up; Do the shinga-ling now, baby; shake shake shake now; Do the funky Broadway.”--Funky Broadway, The Temptations--By the 70’s, teens
were doing the soul moves to a local teenage band called the
Sinners of Soul. Teens were dancing in bell bottoms and afro
haircuts or long blonde hair and mini-skirts. They were dancing “The Swim” and “The Jerk” and free form swaying to songs made popular by Otis Redding
and Wilson Pickett. Brenda Whittington Pedersen remembers the pink dress she wore to
the Valentine’s Day Dance at the Fire Hall around 1969. She laughs now, remembering the
compliments and teasing about the stylishly large flared pink sleeves. Kids could still study
the moves on American Bandstand, and by the 70’s, teens were also tuning into Soul Train to
dance in front of the television to the popular soul music. The Sinners of Soul became the
most regular of the local bands in the late sixties and early
seventies. Jimmy Drummonds remembers how he, Phil
Vance, Lee Manuel and Billy Williams started practicing together. They wanted to play the popular soul music of the
70’s and joined with Ray Ausberry, Edgar Ausberry and
Larry Cooper. Jimmy and Ray were joined by others like Bobby Grubbs on drums at different
times. They did popular songs of the time like Knock on Wood, Hold On I’m Coming, Midnight
Hour and Funky Broadway and played together until Jimmy joined the U.S. Army after graduating from SHS.
Though the Sinners of Soul belted out “I’m gonna wait til the midnight hour,” Chaperone
Marie Williams never let us stay out that late. She was devoted to the teens, and wanted
them to have a place to gather, but she also wanted them to be safe. Her granddaughter
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Alisa Bromley Kline remembers that no matter how late they stayed cleaning after the dance,
they still had to go to “church on Sunday or no dance next Saturday night.” Carl Rinker fondly
remembers that “if not for Marie Williams, the teen club wouldn’t have been what it was.” Her
daughter Sherry Williams Rodgers watched once when her mother “walked between” two boys “to
stop an argument and they respected her so much that they walked away. She had no fear when
it to came to keeping control.” Sherry also remembers that “the police would check in but she
did not like that because it made the kids uncomfortable. Larry Allamong would stand with Mom
if he thought there was going to be trouble. She had a lot of respect for him and admired the
way he wanted to help out.” Her granddaughter Terry Brill-Phillips remembers that “Mema loved
the dances and the kids. She spoke to each person that came in and although she watched to be
sure
everyone behaved, she pretty much let everyone do their own thing. If someone got out of line,
she would take care of the situation in a hurry. Everyone respected Marie Williams and if someone gave her even the slightest problem, there was a group of people ready to step in to protect
her.” Terry remembers how she’d “pay the bands out of the cigar box that she used to collect
money for the night.” Granddaughter Alisa Bromley Kline says fondly that it was “a time of socializing, growing and having good, clean fun!” Granddaughter Donna Bromley Davis remembers how
Marie “ always thought of the kids and what she could do for them. And they always had the utmost respect for her. Even if they came to the dance with alcohol on their breath and she would
say ‘leave‘, and they would leave and never say a mean word to her.”
There were other local teenagers who got their start at the
Strasburg Teen Dances, some coming from Winchester and Front
Royal. Some of the band names remembered were Uncalled Four
and Little Devils from Winchester; Local teens Johnny Pappas,
Tommy and Johnny Jenkins in the Manilla Hemp band singing Rolling Stones songs like “Stray Cat Blues; Facts of Life with band members Mike Funk, Tommy Jenkins, and Richard Stickley; On the Lam Street Band, and Prodigal Sons in ’69, Satisfied Minds and
Sonics in ’68. Bands were paid between $25. & 55. a night. Alisa Bromley Kline remembers that
the Teen Dances “ gave aspiring young musicians a chance to show what they could do, and have
some fun. I sure do miss those days!” Some of the teen musicians still play locally. Johnny
Pappas later played in a local bluegrass band called Cedar Creek String Band and Jimmy Drummonds went on to a successful career playing for Five of a Kind bluegrass band. Carl Rinker went
on to play many years with a popular band called The Virginia Gentlemen and Doug Arthur plays
with The Rhonda Sager Trio.
Alisa Bromley Kline remembers: “It was the first time I ever slow-danced with a boy and I remember being so nervous!” This writer remembers being too self-conscious at thirteen to dance.
I sat watching Marsha Renninger (Chrisman) dance, wanting so much to dance like I had in my
living room that afternoon to the TV show “Soul Train.” Marsha took me by the hand and pulled
me onto the dance floor, showing me how to copy her moves. And that’s how I learned to dance
at the Strasburg Teen Dance, while Ray Ausberry sang “Knock, Knock, Knock, on Wood.“
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